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THE UNBELIEVABLE DOG  

 

A guy is driving around and he sees a sign 

in front of a house: 'Talking Dog for Sale'. 

He rings the bell and the owner tells him the 

dog is in the backyard. The guy goes into 

the backyard and sees a Labrador retriever 

sitting there. 

"You talk?" he asks. 

ñYep.ò the dog replied 

"So, what's your 

story?" 

The Lab looks up and says; 

"Well, I discovered that I could talk when I 

was pretty young. I wanted to help the gov-

ernment, so I told the CIA about my gift, 

and in no time at all they had me jetting 

from country to country, sitting in rooms 

with spies and world leaders, because no 

one figured a dog would be eavesdropping. 

I was one of their most valuable spies for 

eight years running. But the jetting around 

really tired me out, and I knew I wasn't get-

ting any younger so I decided to settle 

down. I signed up for a job at the airport to 

do some undercover security wandering 

near suspicious characters and listening in. I 

uncovered some incredible dealings and 

was awarded a batch of medals. I got mar-

ried, had a mess of puppies, and now I'm 

just retired." 

The guy was amazed. He goes back in and 

asks the owner what he wants for the dog. 

"Ten dollars," the guy says. 

"Ten dollars? This dog is amazing. Why on 

earth are you selling him so cheap?" 

"Because he's a liar. He never did any of 

that crap." 
 

Sent in by Tom Isherwood 

Yep 

Joke of the season 



Please send in your change of addresses 
 

Get Your Gazette In ColourðReceive It Via Email Send us your email. 
 

Where Do Your Fairbridge Canada Association Membership Dues Go? 

ǅThey pay for the printing and mailing out of the Fairbridge Gazette as well as other 

mail outs. 

ǅA portion goes towards the Chapel Society to help towards the upkeep of the Chapel. 

All paid-up members are automatically a member of the Chapel Society. 

ǅAnd, as of September 2005, a portion goes towards the Fairbridge Alumni Bursary 

Society. 

Committee Members 
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President    Ron Hancock  604-732-1880 

Corr/Sec/Treasurer  Molly Harris  604-255-8653 

     2143 William Street,  

     Vancouver,  BC, Canada V5L 2S2 

Recording Secretary  Theresa Shelley  250-245-3070 

     306 Roland Road 

     Ladysmith, BC, Canada V9G 1X8 
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Directors:    Bill Cockburn  604-796-3335 

     Ken Bennett   604-435-2834 
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Gazette Editor:  Pat Skidmore 

     2707 Fernwood Road 

     Victoria BC, Canada V8T 3A3 

     patskidmore@shaw.ca 

Ensure you donôt miss an issueð

keep your membership current. 

$25.00 Year  



 

 

Hello Everybody, 

Use sunscreen liberally; keep well hydrated, especially in the heat; watch your 

electrolytes (donôt use ethanol [one of the alcohols that is most often found in 

alcoholic beverages] to do this) and... 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER  

and we will communicate soon.    Ron Hancock 

PS (1) Keep the bursary donations coming. 

(2) Stay away from the Middle East. 

Page 4  
Fa i rb r idge  Gazet te   

Canada DayðDominion Day 
Brief History: 

On June 20, 1868, a proclamation signed by the Governor General, Lord Monck, called upon 

all Her Majesty's subjects throughout Canada to join in the celebration of the anniversary of 

the formation of the union of the British North America provinces in a federation under the 

name of Canada on July 1st. 

The July 1 holiday was established by statute in 1879, under the name ñDominion Day.ò 

On October 27, 1982, the July 1st holidayôs name was changed to "Canada Day". 

Since 1985, Canada Day Committees have been established in each province and territory to 

plan, organize and coordinate the Canada Day celebrations. 

Hello from the President 

Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School Dominion Day Float ð late 1940s 

Ken Armstrong Photo 



I hope your summer is going well and that you like the 

new format of your Gazette. Any feedback you have will 

be appreciated. What do you 

think of the type size? 
 

I had the great fortune to spend some time in Europe this 

springðand the highlight of my trip was going to see the 

little seaside town where my mother, Marjorie Arnison 

(Skidmore)  was born: Whitley Bay is on the east coast of 

England, not far from Newcastle upon Tyne. 
 

The sands seem to stretch for miles up to St Maryôs 

Lighthouse at the north end of the town. The Lighthouse 

is no longer working, but it is being used as an education 

centre. I was sad to see that the Fun Park , the Spanish 

City, is in the process of being demolished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The former Fairbridge Office 

was located not far from the 

Newcastle Central Train Station 

ð it is about a 10 minute walk. 

Does anyone recall making that 

walk? My mother recalls being 

housed in a church for a day or two before being sent to the 

Middlemore Homes in Birmingham. There is a church directly 

behind the former Fairbridge Office. I wonder if this could be 

the one? 

Summer Greetings from Pat 
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St Maryôs Lighthouse 

Whitley Bay 

Editorôs Note: if you have sent something in, and I have neglected to publish it ð please do not hesitate to send 

me a nudge or a reminder, as I am not of a mind to exclude anythingðbut I may have misplaced it (I am work-

ing on my filing system but it has a long way to go to be anything like Molly Harrisô!) 

The Spanish City 

Whitley Bay 

35 Dean Street,  

Newcastleðthe former 

Fairbridge Office, 

is a restaurant today. 

The 

Whitley 

Bay 

Sands  
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Fairbridge Girls 
 

by Roddy Mackay 

Having just finished reading the Ga-

zette and I would like to congratulate Pat 

and all those involved in the production 

of our news letter. I am also happy to see 

that others are contributing articles. Most 

of the letters reflected positive and happy 

memories of Fairbridge as they should; 

however one of the last articles ñBettyôs 

Bibleò disturbed me deeply. It has been 

my experience one runs the risk of being 

labeled one of those ñungrateful cursò, 

by raising the issue of how differently 

some of us feel about our life at Fair-

bridge.  

The phrase out of the article, Bettyôs Bi-

ble, ñ...train them as farm hands and  

domestic servantsò really hit home to me.  
 

I am convinced that our girls faced far 

harder challenges on leaving Fairbridge 

than the boys did. Their predestined lot 

in life was domestic servants, house 

maids, or house wives. I canôt help but 

wonder if other Fairbridge girls became 

pregnant this way and were forced to 

give up their babies. 
 

Those who could keep their baby, forced 

to live with the stigma that the hypocrites 

with their high morals regarded unwed 

mothers. Fairbridge, the institution is not 

entirely to blame for this as our society in 

the 40s generally treated young women 

as second class citizens. 

Fortunately this sad story seems to have a 

happy ending with the reunion of Bettyôs 

two daughters. We are left to wonder why 

those making the decision did not accept 

her parentôs offer to take Betty and her 

child home to England. 
 

At our next reunion I suggest we pay a 

special tribute to all those young girls 

who did their best to meet the severe chal-

lenges imposed on them upon leaving 

Fairbridge. What say, a Red Rose on the 

plate of each of the Fairbridge ladies who 

attend the next reunion? Iôm sure our gal-

lant leader President Ron would endorse 

such a recommendation. I will be happy 

to cover the cost. 

Roddy Mackay 

At our next reunion,  

I suggest we pay a  

special tribute to all the  

Fairbridge girls  

by putting a Red Rose on 

each of their plates. 

ñ...the girls all seem to be headed in the direction of the nursing profession...and a young 

lady from Birmingham had a hearty laugh at the very idea of becoming a farmerôs wife.ò 

From the article, New Fairbridge Girls Declare They Wonôt Be Farmerôs Wives,  

Vancouver Province, September 21, 1938 (p. 3) 
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I think that the Fairbridge Girls 

needed to be stronger, more re-

sourceful and more independent 

than many girls of the times. 

As we can see from the title of 

this article, published in the Van-

couver Province on September 

21, 1938 (p. 3) some girls came 

over with firm ideas of their own. 

Pat Skidmore 

Old newspapers are all put on microfilm and can be found at number of places, including the BC Archives, and 

at most university libraries. The Duncan Museum also has several articles pertaining to the Fairbridge School. 

This is the title page from an article in Victoriaôs Daily Colonist,  

Magazine Section, dated Sunday, April 14, 1940 


